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Dear Pipe Major / Secretary

Further to the discussion at the branch meeting of 15th October on the merits of a piping/ drumming course and/or a workshop for P/M’s, L/D’s and P/Sgts; as Chairman I would like to take this opportunity to enquire if there would be interest in any of the following courses.

1. Workshop for Pipe Majors, Leading Drummers and Pipe Sergeants. Held over one weekend. To improve knowledge on setting up a band, with particular emphasis on the problems to be found in lower grade bands. Ideal tutors would have knowledge / experience of such problems.

2. Piping and Drumming course. Could be held over 5 or 6 weekends between January and March 2009. With suitable tutors to improve piping and drumming in general.

3. Piping and Drumming Qualification Board (PDQB) certificated course. This course has a minimum 30 hours tuition requirement and would be held January to March 2009.

4. Bass / Tenor Drum course. To be held over one weekend during October 2009.            The branch has sponsored 3 very successful seminars held by Tyler Fry (Shotts and Dykehead), with 25 – 30 players attending. Another course could be run next year, but with two tutors, one to take new students and the other to continue the good work done so far. 

Where possible, the cost of the first three courses will be covered by the branch for Midlands branch member bands only. Other branch bands will be welcomed on all the courses and cost per individual will be determined, should there be sufficient interest, when the course is set up. The   PDQB course may incur a charge for all entrants, because all PDQB tutors have to be brought down from Scotland.

To allow sufficient time to arrange courses to commence in January. Please respond ASAP by contacting the secretary on the above e-mail address, which can also be found on the ‘Branch Officers’ page on the web site.  

