Education Officer Report 2009
Since being elected the branch has been running a PDQB course for Levels 1 and 2 for Piping and Drumming at St Mary’s and St John’s school in Erdington.  The course is being run over 6-7 weeks with a proposed exam date of 12/13 December.  Unfortunately this has had to be postponed until January due to the branch not being a recognised examination body.

We had a good number of candidates at the start of the course but several have left due to a number of reasons.
Some candidates have not reached the required standards to complete the course and be able to take the exam next year.  When the information about the course was sent out to bands it was stated that all candidates should have been playing with the band for at least a year.

Negative feedback received included not enough breaks, more visual aids, teaching methods need to be addressed for all levels. 
Positive – Many have learnt a lot from the course including better musical understanding and playing skills.
Lessons Leant

The facilities at the school lend themselves to being able to accommodate either pipers or drummers at one time.
Assessment required at start of course in order to place candidates in the right level.

Maybe even to hold a workshop in obtain standards before being put forward for the PDQB qualification course.

Communication needs to be addressed for all personnel involved including instructors, candidates and branch officials in order that classes run efficiently.

Forward Planning
The branch is proposing to hold a workshop over a weekend in February/March time for Pipe Majors and Leading Drummers in the set-up of a band for competition.  This will be led by John Nevans. Invitations have been sent to branch bands to attend.  Replies to be confirmed later.

